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EDENGLEN PRIMARY SCHOOL 
June Exam: COMPREHENSION & LANGUAGE 

 

GRADE: Five         TIME:  1 Hour  
EXAMINER: Mrs Brook-Sofianos                                 TOTAL: 40 Marks 
MODERATOR: Ms Broodryk      DATE: June 2018 
____________________________________________________________________ 
 
INSTRUCTIONS: 
1. Read all the questions very carefully before answering them. 
2. Follow the specific instructions for each question. 
3. Answer all the questions on the answer sheet provided and NOT on this question paper. 
4. Dictionaries may NOT be used. 

GOOD LUCK! 
_______________________________________________________________________________ 
Section A: Comprehension (25 marks) 
Read the following text and answer the questions that follow. 

The Endangered Gentle Giant 
Adapted from “The Endangered Gentle Giant” in Oxford Successful English Reading Book, 2001 
1 Felicity and her mother, Phoebe, visit Florida in the United States of America every winter, just like many 
2 other tourists. However, Felicity and her mother are manatees, and their summer home is near Louisiana 
3 and is hundreds of kilometres from Florida. 
 
4 Men sailing with Christopher Columbus on his second voyage in 1493 were the first people to  report that 
5 they had seen a manatee. They called it sirena, which is Spanish for “mermaid”, because that’s what they 
6 thought it was. Later, sailors saw manatees broaching (swimming with their rounded backs out of the  
7 water) in a row and thought they were the humps of a giant snake. This led to stories about sea  
monsters. 
 
9 The manatee, however, is not a mermaid or a giant reptile, but a cousin of the elephant. They live in        
10 warm seas, bays and rivers. Manatees are mammals, like whales and dolphins, and they need to come to 
11 the surface of the water every fifteen to twenty minutes to breathe. Female manatees give birth to         
12 live young and produce milk, just like human mothers. 
 
13There are four species of manatees in the world. All manatees 
14are very large, gentle creatures with faces similar to a walrus. 
15They can grow to about five metres long. They live to be about   
16thirty years old. Manatees do not harm other animals or human 
17swimmers or divers. People have nicknamed manatees, “sea 
18cows”, as they spend most of their time grazing on water 
plants.  
 
20Manatees are a protected species. This means that there are 
21laws preventing fishermen from harming them. During the 
221970s, about one hundred manatees were being killed every 
23winter and they came close to extinction. Because of the laws 
24protecting them, marine biologists now believe that there are 
25more than one thousand manatees around the Florida coast so there is hope for Felicity and Phoebe and 
the rest of their species. 
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Use the text about manatees on page 1 to answer the following questions (25) 

 

1. What species are Felicity and Phoebe? (1) 

2. What do manatees eat? (1) 

3. In your own words, provide a brief definition of “mammals” (line 10). Use the  

passage to help you. (1) 

4. What was the Spanish name given to the manatee and what does it mean? (2) 

5. Provide three examples of mammals from the passage (not manatees). (3) 

6. Explain why the sailors thought the manatees were monsters? (2) 

7. In your own words, provide a physical description of the manatee. (3) 

8. Where would you probably find this text? (1) 

9. What is the meaning of the word, “voyage” (line 4)? (1) 

10. Explain why people sometimes call manatees “sea cows”. (2) 

11. Explain what you understand by the term, “extinction”. (2) 

12. Give an example of another animal which is protected. (1) 

13. Think of three ways in which endangered species, like the manatee, can be  

protected.(3) 

14. Have the protective measures helped to save the manatee from extinction? (2) 

 

Total for Section A:           /25 
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Section B: Language (15 marks) 
 

1. Change following sentence into the simple future tense: (2) 
This led to stories about sea monsters. (line 7)  
 
2. Indicate the main clause and subordinate clause in the sentence below: (2) 
The manatee, however, is not a mermaid or a giant reptile, but a cousin of the  
elephant.  (line 9) 
 
3. Identify the following parts of speech in this sentence from line 20: (4) 

.  
Manatees are a protected species.   

 A. Verb (1) 
 B. Nouns (2) 
 C. Adjective (1) 
  
4a.      Write the abbreviation of “United States of America” (line 1).  (1) 
  b.      Indicate whether this is an acronym, initialism or truncated word. (1) 
 
5. Rewrite the sentence with two of your own adjectives to the following sentence 

to make it more interesting. (2) 
            
      This means that there are laws preventing fishermen from harming them. (line 20) 
 
6. Join the following sentences with appropriate conjunctions: 
 
a. The manatee is a mammal. It gives birth to live young. (1) 
b. Herbivores eat only plants. Carnivores eat only meat. (1) 
c. Manatees became extinct. Fisherman caught them in their nets. (1) 
 
Total for Section B:             /15 
 
 

End 
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EDENGLEN PRIMARY SCHOOL 
Task 1: COMPREHENSION & LANGUAGE 

 
GRADE: Five         TIME:  1 Hour  
EXAMINER: Mrs Brook-Sofianos                                            TOTAL: 30 Marks 
MODERATOR: Ms Broodryk       DATE: 7 May 2018 
 

Section A: Comprehension (15 marks) 
 

Q Expected answer (full sentences) Notes: 

1 Felicity and Phoebe are manatees. (1)  

2 Manatees eat water plants. (1) If they say “herbivore”- 1/2 
mark 

3 Mammals are animals which give birth to live babies and nurse their young. (1) Use your discretion as learners 
are using their own words 

4 The Spanish name given to the manatee was “sirena” which means “mermaid”. 
(2) 

Half off if spelled incorrectly 

5 Humans, dolphins and whales. (3) Not manatees 

6 Sailors thought that manatees were monsters because when they broached the 
water in rows, they looked like the tail of a large reptile/snake. (2) 

In own words 

7 Manatees are large, which faces similar to a walrus and grow up to 5 metres long.
(3) 

One mark per point 

8  In a non-fiction book (or research book)  
 On the internet 
 In a textbook 
 In a newpaper article (1) 

Any of the options or others if 
considered and relevant 

9 a long journey involving travel. (1) In learner’s own words 

10 People sometimes call manatees sea cows because they spend most of their time 
grazing on water plants just like cows graze on grass. (2) 

 

11 Rhinoceros, blue crane, tiger(1) Any protected animal 

12 Extinction is when all animals of a species (1) have been killed.(1) and they will 
never exist again 

Use your discretion as learners 
are using their own words 

13 We can create laws to say those animals may not be hunted. 
We can punish poachers more harshly. 
We can create awareness using posters or advertisements. (3) 

Learners’ answers will vary. Any 
good idea or reasonable option 
can be marked correct. 

14 Yes, the manatees numbers have gone up to about a thousand in only one area. 
They are growing in numbers and are not extinct. (2) 

One mark for yes, one mark for 
the reason. If no reason is giv-
en, no mark should be awarded 
for answering yes. If the reason 
is incorrect, one mark can be 
given for ‘yes’. 
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EDENGLEN PRIMARY SCHOOL 
ENGLISH EXAMINATION 

MEMORANDUM 
PAPER 2: COMPREHENSION & LANGUAGE 

 
GRADE: Five         TIME:  1 Hour  
EXAMINER: Mrs Brook-Sofianos and Mr Carstens   TOTAL: 40 Marks 
MODERATOR: Ms Broodryk       DATE: 7 May 2018 
 

Section B: Language (15 marks) 
 

  

Question Expected answer Notes: 

1 This will lead to stories about sea monsters. One mark for will, one 
mark for lead 

2 Main clause: The manatee, however, is not a mermaid or 
a giant reptile 
Subordinate clause: but a cousin of the elephant 

 

3 are (1) 
Manatees (1)  species (1) 
protected (1) 

 
 

4 USA (1) 
Initialism (1) 

1/2 mark off if USA is not 
written in capitals 

5 Any relevant adjectives may be used, but must be used 
correctly. 

Answers will vary. It must 
make sense though. 

6 a. The manatee is a mammal, so/and/because 
it gives birth to live young. (1) 

b. Herbivores eat only plants, but/yet/
however/and carnivores eat only meat. (1) 

c. Manatees became extinct because/as     
fisherman caught them in their nets. (1) 

 

   


